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MORAES , MARCELO GORDO , NATALIA FRAGUAS VERSIANI, NICOL�AS CANTERO , OLIVIER PAYS , PATR�ICIA
GONC�ALVES GUEDES, PAUL FRANC�OIS COLAS-ROSAS, PAULO RIBEIRO , PIERRE-CYRIL RENAUD , RAFAEL JAN

HOOGESTEIJN , RODRIGO AYALA , ROG�ERIO GRASSETTO TEIXEIRA DA CUNHA , ROXANE SCHAUB, SABRINA

LAURITO , SAMUEL EURICH BETKOWSKI, SARA CORTEZ , SHIRLEY SEIXAS PEREIRA SILVA , TADEU GOMES DE

OLIVEIRA, WILSON ROBERTO SPIRONELLO, NICHOLAS GENGLER , MIRCEA MIHART HIDALGO , RUGIERI JU�AREZ ,
JES �US A IGLESIAS, TERESA CRISTINA ANACLETO , MARCOS DE SOUZA FIALHO, GUILHERME CAVICCHIOLI , MARIA

ANG�ELICA BARBOSA BECCATO , MARCELO DA SILVA , OMARCORREIA NETO, KARINE GALISTEO DIEMER LOPES ,
LEANDRO PEREZ GODOY, MICHELI RIBEIRO LUIZ , VIVIANA B. ROJAS BONZI , GUILHERME BRAGA FERREIRA ,
MARCELO JULIANO RABELO OLIVEIRA , JAVIER HINOJOSA, LUIZ FLAMARION BARBOSA DE OLIVEIRA, MARIANA BALDY

NAGY-REIS , SIXTO FERN�ANDEZ RAMIREZ , HENRIQUE VILLAS BOAS CONCONE , ITALO MOURTHE , JUAN A.
MART�INEZ-LANFRANCO, JULIANI BRUNA ZANONI , TAINAH CRUZ MOREIRA , ZOILAVEGAGUARDERAS, S�ERGIO

BAZILIO , MARCELO CERVINI , MARCELL SOARES PINHEIRO , RONALDO GONC�ALVES MORATO , NIVALDO

PERONI , TATIANE CAMPOS TRIGO , RICARDO BOMFIM MACHADO, FERNANDO GASPARI, JOCELEIA G. KOENEMANN,
JUAN CARLOS RUDOLF , MA�IRA BENCHIMOL , MARCUS VIN�ICIUS VIEIRA , LUC�IA MART�INEZ RETTA , PABLO

GERARDO FERN�ANDEZ SANTIAGO , PAULAGONZALEZ CICCIA, PEDRO CORDEIRO ESTRELA, SANTIAGO CARVALHO ,
CARLOS EDUARDO LUSTOSA ESB�ERARD, YARIBETH BRAVATA DE LA CRUZ , JESSICA CASTRO-PRIETO , RICARDO

MIRANDA BRAGA , JOSE LUIS CARTES , MAR�IA JOS�E ANDRADE-N �U ~NEZ , NATALIA MARIANA DENKIEWICZ ,
NEREYDA FALCONI , JUAREZ CARLOS BRITO PEZZUTI , HUGO FERNANDO DEL CASTILLO CORDERO, LUZIENE

CONCEIC� ~AO DE SOUSA , ROQUE L�AZARO DE GASPARI J �UNIOR, MANOEL SANTOS-FILHO, JOSU�E SANTOS ALMEIDA,
JEFFREY J. THOMPSON , JULIANA SILVEIRA DOS SANTOS , JULIANE PEREIRA-RIBEIRO , KATHRIN BURS , KENA

FERRARI MOREIRA DA SILVA , MARIANELAVELILLA , MARINA XAVIER DA SILVA , NO�EU. DE LA SANCHA ,
PAULA FABIANA PINHEIRO , PEDRO VOLKMER DE CASTILHO , WILLIAM BERCÊ , JULIA CAMARA ASSIS , VINICIUS
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Abstract. Xenarthrans—anteaters, sloths, and armadillos—have essential functions for
ecosystem maintenance, such as insect control and nutrient cycling, playing key roles as ecosys-
tem engineers. Because of habitat loss and fragmentation, hunting pressure, and conflicts with
domestic dogs, these species have been threatened locally, regionally, or even across their full
distribution ranges. The Neotropics harbor 21 species of armadillos, 10 anteaters, and 6 sloths.
Our data set includes the families Chlamyphoridae (13), Dasypodidae (7), Myrmecophagidae
(3), Bradypodidae (4), and Megalonychidae (2). We have no occurrence data on Dasypus pilo-
sus (Dasypodidae). Regarding Cyclopedidae, until recently, only one species was recognized,
but new genetic studies have revealed that the group is represented by seven species. In this
data paper, we compiled a total of 42,528 records of 31 species, represented by occurrence and
quantitative data, totaling 24,847 unique georeferenced records. The geographic range is from
the southern United States, Mexico, and Caribbean countries at the northern portion of the
Neotropics, to the austral distribution in Argentina, Paraguay, Chile, and Uruguay. Regarding
anteaters, Myrmecophaga tridactyla has the most records (n = 5,941), and Cyclopes sp. have
the fewest (n = 240). The armadillo species with the most data is Dasypus novemcinctus
(n = 11,588), and the fewest data are recorded for Calyptophractus retusus (n = 33). With
regard to sloth species, Bradypus variegatus has the most records (n = 962), and Bradypus pyg-
maeus has the fewest (n = 12). Our main objective with Neotropical Xenarthrans is to make
occurrence and quantitative data available to facilitate more ecological research, particularly if
we integrate the xenarthran data with other data sets of Neotropical Series that will become
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available very soon (i.e., Neotropical Carnivores, Neotropical Invasive Mammals, and
Neotropical Hunters and Dogs). Therefore, studies on trophic cascades, hunting pressure,
habitat loss, fragmentation effects, species invasion, and climate change effects will be possible
with the Neotropical Xenarthrans data set. Please cite this data paper when using its data in
publications. We also request that researchers and teachers inform us of how they are using
these data.

Key words: biodiversity hotspot; cingulata; forest fragmentation; habitat loss; neotropical mammals;
neotropical region; pilosa; xenarthra.

The complete data set is available as Supporting Information at: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ecy.2663/
suppinfo.
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